Research Assignment: Writing a Book Summary
This assignment will help sharpen both your reading and writing skills, and teach you how to distill a large amount of information and express its essential points succinctly and in your own words.

Instructions: In one or two sentences, paraphrase (put in your own words) the author’s thesis. Then provide as detailed a summary as possible of the book itself, in no more than 1000 words (roughly 4 double-spaced pages). Use the word-count feature on your word processor to check the number of words. You will be penalized one half a letter grade for every 50 words over 1000, so make sure you do not exceed the word limit.
Important note: You are not required to critique the book you have chosen. This exercise is meant purely to improve your ability to express ideas concisely and clearly. 

