
Research Assignment: Tracing the Career of an Influential New Yorker
In a 1500 word (6 page) paper, you are to explore the impact, either positive or negative, of an individual in New York City history. Ask yourself questions such as what problem(s) did the individual address? What did he or she do that was different from others in the same field? What influence did he or she have on others? What kind of legacy did the person have? The person may be from the realm of politics, business, entertainment, sports, or any other realm, provided he or she was a person of significance.

The following is a list of possible subjects. You are of course welcome to choose someone not on this list, provided you can find adequate research material. 

Susan B. Anthony

Josephine Baker

Chuck D

Rudolph Giuliani

Emma Goldman

Billie Holiday

John Gotti

Jam Master Jay

Jane Jacobs

Fiorello La Guardia

Spike Lee

Vito Marcantonio

Helen Marot

Thurgood Marshall

Robert Moses

Frances Perkins

Lou Reed

Jackie Robinson

Jacob Riis

Joey Ramone

Margaret Sanger

Martin Scorcese

Lincoln Steffens

Dorothy Thompson

Louis Comfort Tiffany

William Marcy “Boss” Tweed

Andy Warhol

Malcolm X

You are expected to use at least two primary sources in your research, at least one peer-reviewed, scholarly journal article, and at least one book. You may use Web sites, but select them carefully to make sure they are reliable. The quality of your final research paper (and your grade!) will depend greatly on the quality of your research.  
You may start by consulting encyclopedias to gain a working knowledge of your subject, and to obtain a list of further sources for your research. (Kenneth T. Jackson’s Encyclopedia of New York is a good start.) However, you should not use encyclopedias or other references as sources in their own right – in other words, they should not appear in your references or bibliography. 
For guidance on finding books, scholarly articles, and historical newspaper articles, consult the Discover New York Research Guide, at

http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/libraries/research/tutorials/nyc_neighborhoods.sju
You will cite your sources in MLA Format. It is highly recommended that you use RefWorks citation management software, both to manage your sources and format your bibliography. To view a tutorial on using RefWorks, and on setting up an account, go to http://www.refworks.com/tutorial .
In order to prevent plagiarism and ensure the integrity of your work, you will submit this assignment, and all other written work in this course to Turnitin. To view tutorials on using Turnitin, go to http://www.turnitin.com/static/videos/or_vid.html
