Spring 2007        Prof. Conn


Research Project Guidelines

Discover New York     4:40 – 7:30

Purpose
The goals of this research project are:

1) become familiar with SJU research resources, including databases and catalogs

2) improve analytical and information literacy skills, especially asking analytical questions and comparing sources of information

3) improve written and oral communication skills, especially using evidence appropriately and presenting information clearly

Instructions for Research Paper
1.  Choose a topic from the events, people, places, and trends discussed in one of our textbooks.  

2.  Go to http://en.wikipedia.org and search for your topic.  Print the entry and capture (save) the page.  Save it to a disc, a flash drive, or another source – I also recommend saving a backup copy.  This step is critical since Wikipedia entries often change.
3.   Carefully read your entry.  Keep in mind these questions – they will form the basis of your research paper: 
a) What kind of evidence is used in the entry, if any?  Does the entry include statistics, quotes, charts, specific information?  Does the entry include any scholarly apparatus (a bibliography, citations in the text, references to scholarly works)?  
b) If there is a bibliography, what does it include?  Are the sources reliable?  How do you know?  

c) Does the entry include detailed factual information?  If so, is it supported by citations?
d) Does the entry appear unbiased/neutral?  Why do you think this?
e) How does the entry compare with what you read about the topic in our textbooks?  How does it compare with what we discussed in class?
f) What additional information would be appropriate?  Is there something missing that would make the entry more accurate or unbiased?

g) Overall, does the entry appear logical, well-supported, and consistent?  Is it overly simplistic or does it address any complex situations or interpretations?  

4.  Identify and read sources appropriate for your entry.  This will include any sources identified in the entry (if available) and appropriate other sources.  These sources will provide the evidence for your research and will become your bibliography.  Your bibliography should grow during the course of your research as you look for more information and find more sources.  Sources may include books, newspaper or journal articles, websites, films, encyclopedias, etc.  Note:  all sources in your bibliography must be scholarly.  Minimum:  5 sources, including at least one website, at least one newspaper or journal article, and at least one book (not our textbook).  
5.  Bring your topic name, the Wikipedia printout for your entry, and your preliminary bibliography to class on February 5 for review.  Use MLA format.  Discuss with colleagues and make any changes necessary.
6.  Hand in to instructor (typed, double-spaced) at the beginning of class on February 12:

Topic name


Printout of Wikipedia entry


Your preliminary bibliography (MLA format)
7.  Prepare an outline for your research paper.  The questions shown above should form the basis of your research.  Bring your outline to class on February 26 for review with colleagues.
8.  Hand in 1 – 2 page outline to instructor (typed, double-spaced, MLA format) at the beginning of class on March 12.  Attach a printout of your Wikipedia entry.
9.  Research papers are due at the beginning of class on April 16.  Oral presentations will be given the same day.  Papers should be 3 – 4 pages, typed, double-spaced, using MLA format.  Include citations!  Attach a bibliography page and a printout of the Wikipedia entry.
10.  Optional:  go to Wikipedia and edit your entry – share your scholarship with the world!
Guidelines for Oral Presentations (April 16)
Length:   5 minutes 

Presentation aids:  Use handouts, powerpoints, poster boards, or other technologies.  

Summarize what you learned about your topic and your analysis of your Wikipedia entry.  Do not read your research paper to the class.  Practice presenting an oral summary of your work and staying within time limits.

