Research Assignment: Contrasting Conservative and Liberal Points of View
This assignment is meant to increase your awareness of bias in the media, which is always present, sometimes blatant, but often subtle. You will also gain further familiarity with ProQuest Direct periodical database, which can be used for a wide range of research assignments during your academic career. 
Use ProQuest Direct to find two articles on the same topic. Choose a topic that is a matter of contention between liberals and conservatives, such as abortion, school vouchers, gay rights, the war in Iraq, health care, gun control, or any other contentious issue. 
One article should be from a conservative publication, such as The Wall Street Journal, The National Review, Human Events, or American Enterprise. The other article should provide an opposing viewpoint of the same issue from a liberal publication, such as The Nation, Harper’s, The Village Voice, or Mother Jones.
To limit your search to a particular publication in ProQuest Direct, enter the name of the publication next to “Publication Title”, and run your search as you normally would. For tutorials on searching ProQuest Direct, go to 

http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/libraries/research/tutorials/proquest.sju
In a brief, 2-3 page, double-spaced report, provide a detailed comparison and analysis of the two articles. Are their any points of agreement between the two articles? What are their key points of difference? How do they show either liberal or conservative bias? What kind of evidence do they provide to support their positions?  Which article do you find more persuasive, and why? Did the article change your mind about the issue, or confirm preexisting beliefs? 
In addition to the report, include a title page and a works cited page with citations for the two articles in MLA Format. To easily and efficiently format your bibliography, you are strongly encouraged to use RefWorks citation management software, which allows for direct export of citations from ProQuest Direct, and allows you to format them in any style you choose. If you have not yet used RefWorks, you can view tutorials at 

http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/libraries/research/citing.sju
