“Letter to the Editor” – Research Assignment
This is a multistage assignment, which will help strengthen your writing, critical thinking, and research skills. Your grade will be based on a) the quality of the original letter, b) the feedback you give your classmates, and c) your final research paper. 
1) Writing the letter: each student starts by choosing a contemporary issue or concern, and writing a letter of roughly 2-3 double-spaced pages to the editor of the New York Times, which will take a position on the issue. Your grade for this part of the assignment will depend on the quality of your writing and the logic of your argument. 
Please note: You are not required to perform any research for this stage of the assignment, but are invited to draw on your existing opinions and knowledge. Please note: You are not required to actually submit this letter to the Times, though you are welcome to do so. 
2) Receiving Feedback: You will submit the letter via e-mail to a group of your classmates and your instructor, and will receive letters from them. You will receive feedback from your classmates and your instructor on the quality of the evidence used to support your argument, and on areas where it could be strengthened. The feedback and your original letter will provide the basis of your paper, which is stage #4.

3) Giving Feeback: This stage is completed simultaneously with stage #2. You will give feedback on the letters written by classmates in your group, in which you point out areas where evidence is lacking.
4) The Research Paper: This stage requires you to substantiate the claims made in your original letter that your classmates and instructor thought were not properly supported by evidence. Choose your sources carefully, since their quality will greatly affect your grade for this assignment. Your final paper should be roughly 4-6 double-spaced pages, with citations in MLA format. 
Please note: If you find that you are not able to support your previous arguments with the evidence that you find, it is alright to change your position on the issue in light of the evidence that you find.
